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DATA AUTHENTICITY ASSURANCE
METHOD, MANAGEMENT COMPUTER, AND
STORAGE MEDIUM

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

The present application claims priority from Japanese
patent application JP 2011-227308 filed on Oct. 14, 2011, the
content of which is hereby incorporated by reference into this
application.

BACKGROUND

This invention relates to a digital signature technology for
long-term assurance of authenticity of log data or data that
occurs in large quantity at any time.

Increasing attention is being drawn on technologies for
long-term assurance of the authenticity of log data that occurs
in large quantity at any time, such as: recording of linkage
information on a resident ID system on which consideration
is being advanced by the Japanese government; and storage of
access histories relating to use/utilization of medical infor-
mation and transaction data in financial systems.

There is a digital signature as a technology for assuring the
authenticity of electronic data, but the digital signature
expires in three to five years, which causes a problem when
long-term storage thereof is set as a purpose. As a method for
solving this problem, at a time of assigning a signature to
every piece of data, a hash value is calculated after it is
confirmed that the first previous piece of signed data has not
been tampered, and the signature is assigned along with sig-
nature target data. Therefore, all the pieces of data form a hash
chain by including the hash value of the first previous piece of
signed data. By forming the hash chain, it is possible to link
the past signature to the latest signature with the hash value,
which allows the assurance of the past signature by using the
latest signature. In other words, even when the signature
expires, it is possible to assure the authenticity of the past data
by tracing the hash chain from data (hereinafter referred to as
“trust point”) that is assured by an unexpired signature. In
other words, the wording “tracing the hash chain” represents
using the signed data forming the hash chain to repeat an
operation for verifying that the first previous piece of signed
data has not been tampered by comparing the hash value of
the first previous piece of signed data included in the verified
data with the hash value calculated from the first previous
piece of signed data.

However, when the long-term assurance of the authenticity
of a large quantity of log data is set as a purpose, assigning
signatures to all the pieces of log data increases a load on a
computer. Further, when a given piece of log data is tampered,
the authenticity of the log data earlier than the given piece is
no longer assured. In addition, to verify the authenticity of
specific log data, it is necessary to examine all the hash chains
one by one from the trust point (log data with an unexpired
signature) up to the specific log data, which raises a problem
of increasing the load on the computer.

In order to solve those problems, in WO 2008/026238,
there is disclosed a method of reducing a frequency at which
a signature is assigned to the data forming the hash chain
down to once every a plurality of pieces, to thereby reduce the
load on the computer. At this time, a method of saving the
hash value of the first previous piece of data to a tamper-
resistant apparatus is disclosed as a method of assuring that
the first previous piece of data has not been tampered. In other
words, it is possible to confirm that the first previous piece of
data has not been tampered when the verification is performed

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

by comparing the hash value saved to the tamper-resistant
apparatus with the hash value calculated from the first previ-
ous piece of data.

Further, as the assurance of the authenticity of the log data
earlier than a given piece of log data performed when the
given piece is tampered, there is disclosed a method of form-
ing hash values of a plurality of pieces of log data to have a
tree-like hierarchical structure by combining the hash values
to take a hash value of the combined hash values, and limiting
an influence range of tampering to a specific range when a
lower part of the tree is tampered.

SUMMARY

WO 2008/026238 discloses that a hash tree structure is
created to thereby limit an influence range of tampering to a
specific range. However, such a structure that the authenticity
of'a given node is assured by a node at a higher level than the
given node is employed, and hence there is vulnerability to a
loss of the authenticity of an entire hash tree caused when the
hash value corresponding to the node at the top level is tam-
pered. Therefore, the object of maintaining the authenticity of
the hash chain even when a given piece of data is tampered is
solved only in a limited manner.

Further, WO 2008/026238 discloses that the hash value is
generated after the hash values ofthe plurality of pieces oflog
data are combined when the hash tree structure is generated,
but does not disclose a method of assuring that a plurality of
hash values thereof are not tampered. For example, it is con-
ceivable to employ a method of saving the plurality of pieces
of'log data to the tamper-resistant apparatus as well as saving
the first previous piece of log data to the tamper-resistant
apparatus, but when consideration is given to handling of a
large quantity of log data, there is a fear that a capacity of the
tamper-resistant apparatus may be exceeded by saving all the
plurality of pieces of log data to the tamper-resistant appara-
tus. The problem of the capacity can be solved by executing
the same function as the tamper-resistant apparatus in a soft-
ware manner, but in that case, the load on the computer
becomes excessive when the hash tree is generated. When a
complicated hash chain is thus generated for a large quantity
of'log data, it is necessary to reduce the load on the computer.

Further, WO 2008/026238 has a problem in that, to confirm
the authenticity of specific past data, all the hash chains need
to be traced back from the present to the specific past data,
which requires much time for calculation.

Therefore, this invention has been made in view of the
above-mentioned circumstances, and an object thereof is to
quickly perform, in a digital signature technology for long-
term assurance of authenticity of log data or data that occurs
in large quantity at any time: maintenance of authenticity of
other pieces of data at a time when a given piece of data is
tampered; and verification of specific log data. Another object
thereof is to reduce a load on a computer when a digital
signature is generated.

A representative aspect of this invention is as follows. A
data authenticity assurance method carried out by a manage-
ment computer comprising a processor and a memory, com-
prising: carrying out signature generation processing for gen-
erating a second data piece by assigning a digital signature to
data, which is obtained by combining a first data piece
received from a computer with a hash value of at least one
second data piece acquired from second data pieces held in a
data holding part of the management computer, by using a
preset key, and holding the generated second data piece in the
data holding part; and carrying out signature verification pro-
cessing for verifying authenticity by intermittently tracing a
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plurality of hash chains based on a plurality of second data
pieces held in the data holding part and the second data piece
of a verification target, wherein: the carrying out of the sig-
nature generation processing comprises: a first step of receiv-
ing the first data piece from the computer; a second step of
selecting a plurality of second data pieces at predetermined
intervals in chronological order from among the plurality of
second data pieces held in the data holding part; a third step of
performing an arithmetic operation for each of the hash val-
ues of the selected plurality of second data pieces; a fourth
step of generating signature target data by combining the first
data piece received from the computer with the hash values of
the selected plurality of second data pieces; and a fifth step of
generating a second data piece by assigning the digital sig-
nature to the signature target data by using the preset key, and
holding the generated second data piece in chronological
order sequentially in the data holding part; and the carrying
out of the signature verification processing comprises: a sixth
step of receiving the second data piece of the verification
target; a seventh step of acquiring a second data piece that is
verifiable alone from the data holding part, and verifying the
second data piece; and an eighth step of performing verifica-
tion for the second data piece of the verification target to the
second data piece that is verifiable alone by sequentially
comparing a hash value obtained by the arithmetic operation
from the second data piece with the second data piece includ-
ing the hash value, and performing the verification by inter-
mittently tracing the plurality of hash chains.

Further, the data authenticity assurance method, wherein
the second step comprises selecting, by the management
computer, from the first previous second data piece and the
(nx2"(p-1))th previous second data piece, the (Nx2"(p-1))
being a general term serving as a geometric progression of a
first term of N and a common ratio of 2, when the at least one
second data piece is selected at the predetermined intervals in
chronological order.

Accordingly, according to one embodiment of this inven-
tion, in the digital signature technology for the long-term
assurance of the authenticity of data that occurs in large
quantity at any time, all second data pieces (for example, log
records) have a plurality of hash values of the second data
pieces each positioned a plurality of second data pieces
before, to thereby form a plurality of hash chains. Therefore,
even when a given second data piece is tampered, the authen-
ticity of another second data piece can be assured by another
hash chain. At this time, the number of verification steps for
the digital signature can be reduced by efficiently performing
the verification of the second data piece positioned a plurality
of'second data pieces before, and the second data piece can be
generated while reducing a load on the computer imposed
when the digital signature is generated.

Further, the hash chain for the second data piece positioned
a plurality of second data pieces before is created when the
second data piece is generated, to thereby reduce the number
of steps of the verification process for the hash chain, and
hence it is possible to verify the second data piece of a veri-
fication target at high speed. In addition, the processing for
verifying whether or not the second data piece positioned a
plurality of second data pieces before has been tampered is
performed when the second data piece is generated, and
hence the tampering of the second data piece can be discov-
ered at an early stage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a first embodiment of this invention, and is a
block diagram illustrating an example of a data processing
system.
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FIG. 2 shows the first embodiment of this invention, and is
a block diagram illustrating an example of functional com-
ponents of the log management server.

FIG. 3 shows the first embodiment of this invention, and is
a block diagram illustrating an example of functional com-
ponents of the application server.

FIG. 4 shows the first embodiment of this invention, and is
ablock diagram illustrating an example of a log management
server and application server.

FIG. 5 shows the first embodiment of this invention, and is
a diagram illustrating an example of a history of the signa-
tures of the log records.

FIG. 6 shows the first embodiment of this invention, and is
a diagram illustrating an example of a hash chain.

FIG. 7 shows the first embodiment of this invention, and is
a flowchart illustrating an example of the processing per-
formed by a log management server.

FIG. 8 shows the first embodiment of this invention, and is
a diagram illustrating an example of tracing the log when
high-speed verification is performed.

FIG. 9 shows the first embodiment of this invention, and is
aflowchart illustrating an example of the verification process-
ing for the high-speed verification.

FIG. 10 shows a second embodiment of this invention, and
is a diagram illustrating an example of tracing the hash chain
when the high-speed verification.

FIG. 11 shows the second embodiment of this invention,
and is a flowchart illustrating an example of the verification
processing for a verification route with the minimum number
of times of verification.

FIG. 12 shows a third embodiment of this invention, and is
ablock diagram illustrating an example of log data processing
performed in the information coordination system.

FIG. 13 shows the third embodiment of this invention, and
is a flowchart illustrating an example of the information coor-
dination processing.

FIG. 14 shows a fourth embodiment of this invention, and
is a diagram illustrating a structure of the hash chain for
visualizing the structure of the hash chain of the log record.

FIG. 15 shows the fourth embodiment of this invention,
and is a diagram illustrating a structure of the hash chain for
visualizing the structure of the hash chain of the log record.

FIG. 16 shows a fifth embodiment of this invention, and is
ablock diagram illustrating an example of a log management
system.

FIG. 17 shows the fifth embodiment of this invention, and
is a block diagram illustrating an example of functional com-
ponents of the log management client.

FIG. 18 shows the fifth embodiment of this invention, and
is a flowchart illustrating an example of the log generating
processing.

FIG. 19 shows the fifth embodiment of this invention, and
is a flowchart illustrating an example of the log verification
processing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Now, embodiments of this invention are described with
reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 9.

First, a configuration of a first embodiment of this inven-
tion is described with reference to FIG. 1.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a data
processing system to which the first embodiment of this
invention is applied.

The data processing system according to the first embodi-
ment includes an application server 102-1 to an application
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server 102-L (hereinafter referred to collectively as “applica-
tion server 102”) for providing a computer of a user with a
task application, a database, and the like, a log management
server 101 for collecting logs from the application servers 102
and managing the logs, and a network 103 for coupling the
respective servers to one another.

Next, respective apparatus included in the data processing
system illustrated in FIG. 1 are described.

First, the log management server 101 is described with
reference to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an
example of functional components of the log management
server 101.

The log management server 101 includes a processing part
201 for generating a log record from log data sent from the
application server 102 and performing verification of the log
record and determination of authenticity thereof in response
to a request received from the user, a storage part 202 for
storing the log record generated by the log management
server 101 and data such as a key necessary for processing, an
input/output part 210 for receiving an input from the user or
an administrator, and a communication part 211 for receiving
the log data output from the application server 102. It should
be noted that, in the following description, the log output by
the application server 102 is referred to as “log data”, and the
log processed by the log management server 101 in such a
manner as described later is referred to as “log record”.

The processing part 201 includes a signature generation
part 203 for assigning a signature to data obtained by com-
bining the log data with the hash value of the log record, a
signature verification part 204 for verifying the signature of
the log record, a hash value comparison part 205 for perform-
ing the verification by comparing a given hash value included
in the log record with the log record relating to the given hash
value, a hash value generation part 206 for generating a hash
value by taking the hash value of the log record, and a control
part 207 for controlling those parts.

The storage part 202 includes a log record holding part 208
for storing a log that has been subjected to signature process-
ing and the like and a secret key/certificate holding part 209
for holding a secretkey, a certificate, and a public key used for
performing signature generation and verification. It is also
conceivable that the secret key and the certificate are saved to,
for example, a tamper-resistant apparatus.

It should be noted that, although not shown, the signature
verification part 204 may include the hash value comparison
part 205, and the signature generation part 203 may include
the hash value generation part 206.

Next, the application server 102 is described with reference
to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is ablock diagram illustrating an example of
functional components of the application server 102.

The application server 102 includes a processing part 301
for executing an application and outputting a log, a storage
part 302, an input/output part 307 for receiving an input from
the user, and a communication part 308 for communicating
to/from the log management server 101 and another applica-
tion server.

The processing part 301 includes a log output processing
part 303 for performing processing for sending the log gen-
erated by the application server 102 to the log management
server 101, an application processing part 304 for performing
execution of the application and the like, and a control part
305 for controlling those parts.

The storage part 302 includes an application data holding
part 306 for storing data necessary to execute the application.

It should be noted that the processing parts 201 and 301 of
the log management server 101 and the application server
102, respectively, exemplified in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 can be
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embodied by, for example, a CPU 401 executing a predeter-
mined program loaded into a memory 402 on a general elec-
tronic computer including, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the CPU
401, the memory 402, an external storage apparatus 404 such
as a hard disk drive, a communication apparatus 403 for
performing communications to/from another apparatus
through the Internet or the network 103, an input apparatus
405 such as a keyboard and a mouse, an output apparatus 406
such as a display apparatus and a printer, a reader apparatus
407 for reading information from a portable storage medium
408, and an internal communication line 409 for coupling
those respective apparatus to one another.

The above-mentioned respective apparatus can be realized
by using a general computer including the CPU 401 and a
storage apparatus or using programs or hardware having
functions equivalent to those of the general computer.

Further, each of the above-mentioned processing parts can
be realized by the CPU 401 executing predetermined pro-
grams loaded into the memory 402 from the external storage
apparatus 404. In other words, the communication parts 211
and 308 are realized by the CPU 401 using the communica-
tion apparatus 403. The input/output parts 210 and 307 are
realized by the CPU 401 using the input apparatus 405, the
output apparatus 406, and the reader apparatus 407. Further,
the storage parts 202 and 302 are realized by the CPU 401
using the memory 402 and the external storage apparatus 404.
Further, the processing parts 201 and 301 are realized as
processes of the CPU 401.

Those programs may be stored in the memory 402 or the
external storage apparatus 404 within the above-mentioned
electronic computer in advance, or may be introduced from
the detachably attachable storage medium 408 that can be
used by the above-mentioned electronic computer or from
another apparatus through a communication medium (such as
the network 103; or a carrier wave or a digital signal that
propagates thereon) as the need arises.

Further, this embodiment is described as being realized by
such configurations as illustrated in FIG. 1 to FIG. 3, but this
invention is not limited to those configurations. Not only the
log management server 101 but also the application server
102 may have a function of managing the log record.

Next, with reference to FIG. 5, a detailed description is
made of the log record held in the log record holding part 208
of the log management server 101. The description of this
embodiment is directed to a case of including the third pre-
vious log record and the sixth previous log record as examples
of'the log record positioned a plurality of log records before.
It should be noted that those log records are generated by the
signature generation part 203 of the log management server
101.

One log record 501 includes log data 502 serving as a body
of the log data transmitted from the application server 102, a
dataID 503 serving as a unique 1D indicating the log data 502,
ahash value 504 of the first previous log record, an ID, 505 for
concatenation serving as a unique ID indicating the hash
value 504 of the first previous log record, a hash value 506 of
the third previous log record, an ID, 507 for concatenation
serving as a unique ID indicating the hash value of the third
previous log record, a hash value 508 of the sixth previous log
record, an ID; 509 for concatenation serving as a unique 1D
indicating the hash value of the sixth previous log record (the
1D, for concatenation to the ID; for concatenation are here-
inafter referred to collectively as “ID for concatenation™), and
asignature 510 obtained by assigning a digital signature to the
respective fields 502 to 509.

The a-th log record is hereinafter referred to as “log record
Sa”. Further, a specific description is made below by taking an
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example of a log record S8. The log record S8 includes “M8”
as the log data 502, ““8” as the data ID 503 of the log data M8,
“H(S7)” (“H(S7)” indicates the hash value calculated from
the log record S7. The same applies in the following descrip-
tion) as the hash value 504 of'the first previous log record, “7”
as the ID, for concatenation, “H(S5)” as the hash value 506 of
the third previous log record, “5” as the ID, for concatenation,
“H(S2)” as the hash value 508 of the sixth previous log
record, “2” as the ID, for concatenation, and the signature 510
obtained as a result of assigning the signature to the log data
M8, H(S7), H(S5), and H(S2).

The signature generation part 203 of the log management
server 101 assigns the digital signature to the record of the log
data received from the application server 102 after subjecting
each of the hash value 504 of the first previous (immediately
previous) log record and the hash value 506 of the third
previous log record to an arithmetic operation and replicating
the hash value 508 of the sixth previous log record from the
third previous log record. Further, the signature generation
part 203 assigns the IDs for concatenation to the first previ-
ous, the third previous, and the sixth previous log records.

It should be noted that the log records illustrated in FIG. 5
illustrate a history of the signatures 510 of the log records
generated by the log management server 101 from the log
data on specific data subjected to the processing by the appli-
cation server 102. The log record holding part 208 stores such
a history of the signature 510 of the log record as illustrated in
FIG. 5 for each piece of data processed by the application
server 102.

Next, FIG. 6 illustrates a structure 601 of a hash chain for
visualizing a structure of a hash chain of the log record exem-
plified in FIG. 5. As illustrated in FIG. 5, one log record
includes the hash values of the first previous, the third previ-
ous, and the sixth previous log records, and as illustrated in
FIG. 6, all the log records each form chains (hash chains) of
the log records by the hash values of the first previous, the
third previous, and the sixth previous log records. In other
words, a plurality of hash chains are generated from one log
record.

Next, a description is made of an example of processing
performed by the data processing system according to this
embodiment. First, with reference to FIG. 7, a description is
made of an example of a generation method for the log record.
FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the processing
performed by the control part 207 of the log management
server 101 when generating one of the log records illustrated
in FIG. 5. Here, the description is made by taking an example
of processing for generating a log record S11 illustrated in
FIG. 5. It should be noted that the processing of FIG. 7 is
executed at a predetermined timing such as when the log
management server 101 receives the log data.

The control part 207 starts the processing by receiving log
data M 11 from the application server 102. First, the log data
M11 acquired from the communication part 211 is saved to
the log record holding part 208 as a new log record (Step 701).
Itshould be noted that the new log record may be generated by
the signature generation part 203.

Subsequently, the signature verification part 204 verifies a
log record S10 serving as the first previous log record saved to
the log record holding part 208 (Step 702). Specifically, the
signature verification part 204 acquires the public key from
the certificate saved to the secret key/certificate holding part
209 in advance, acquires data decrypted by applying the
public key to the signature 510 of the log record S10, and
compares the acquired data with the hash value of the log
record S10. The signature verification part 204 acquires log
data M10 and hash values H(S9), H(S7), and H(S4) from the
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signature 510 subjected to the digital signature with the pub-
lic key, and compares the log data 502 of the log record S10
with the hash values 504, 506, and 508, to thereby verify the
authenticity of the log record S10. In other words, when the
log data and the hash values included in the signature 510
subjected to the digital signature are equal to the log data 502
and the respective hash values 504, 506, and 508 of the log
record S10, respectively, it is assured that the log record S10
is valid data that has not been tampered. It should be noted
that the signature verification part 204 may perform the veri-
fication for the hash values included in the signature 510
subjected to the digital signature and the respective hash
values 504, 506, and 508 of the log record S10.

When it is confirmed as a result of the verification that the
log record S10 has not been tampered (“SUCCEEDS IN
VERIFICATION” in Step 702), the signature verification part
204 generates the hash value of the log record S10 by the hash
value generation part 206 of the signature generation part
203, and saves the hash value to the log record holding part
208 along with the data ID 503 of “10” (Step 704). Therefore,
after the signature verification part 204 verifies that the log
record S10 has not been tampered, the signature generation
part 203 can add the hash value of the first previous log record
S10to the hash chain ofthelogrecord S11. On the other hand,
when the first previous log record S10 has been tampered or
erased, the procedure advances to Step 703, and the signature
verification part 204 carries out error processing as described
later.

Subsequently, the signature verification part 204 verifies
the log record S8 serving as the third previous log record
saved to the log record holding part 208 in the same manner as
in the above-mentioned Step 702, and when a verification
result is correct (“SUCCEEDS IN VERIFICATION” in Step
705), the hash value generation part 206 generates the hash
value of the log record S8, and saves the hash value to the log
record holding part 208 along with the ID, 507 for concat-
enation of “8” (Step 707). Therefore, after the signature veri-
fication part 204 verifies that the log record S8 has not been
tampered, the hash value generation part 206 can add the hash
value of the third previous log record S8 to the hash chain of
the logrecord S11. On the other hand, when the third previous
log record S8 has been tampered or erased, the procedure
advances to Step 706, and the signature verification part 204
carries out the error processing as described later.

Further, a hash value H(S5) of the sixth previous log record
is also saved in the third previous log record S8, and hence the
hash value generation part 206 replicates the hash value
H(SS5), and saves the hash value to the log record holding part
208 along with the ID; 509 for concatenation of “5” (Step
708). At this time, it was already verified in Step 705 that the
third previous log record S8 has not been tampered, and hence
itis also already verified that H(S5) included in the log record
S8 as a part thereof has not been tampered.

Subsequently, the signature generation part 203 assigns the
digital signature to the log data (message) M 11 acquired from
the application server 102, hash values H(S10), H(S8), and
H(SS5), and the data ID 503 of “11” and IDs for concatenation
of“107,*8”, and 5 that are IDs of those hash values. In other
words, the signature generation part 203 uses the secret key
saved in the secret key/certificate holding part 209 to calculate
a signature value for the log data. Subsequently, the signature
generation part 203 saves the obtained signature 510 to the
log record holding part 208 (Step 709).

By the processing of the above-mentioned Steps 701 to
709, the log management server 101 generates the log record
S11 from the received log data M11 by assigning the digital
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signature to the hash values of the log records S10, S8, and S5
with the secret key, and stores the log record S11 in the log
record holding part 208.

In the above-mentioned processing, an example in which
(Nx2"(p-1))th previous log record is acquired as a method of
selecting the log record positioned a plurality of log records
before is described.

In the expression, N represents a constant of a natural
number, p represents a variable of a natural number assuming
values of 1 to n, and n represents a value indicating how many
hash values of log records each positioned a plurality of log
records before are to be acquired. It should be noted that, in
the example of FIG. 5 described above, the example in which
the immediately previous log record and n (Nx2"(p-1))th
previous log records are acquired.

The verification that each log record has not been tampered
and the calculation of the hash value can be performed based
on the one-time comparison of the hash values and the repli-
cation of the hash value, and hence a load of the arithmetic
operation on the log management server 101 imposed when
the log record is generated is alleviated.

The specific description is made on the assumption that
N=3,p={1, 2,3, 4}, and n=4. The log records each positioned
aplurality of log records before are selected at this time as the
third previous log record when p=1, the sixth previous log
record when p=2, the twelfth previous log record when p=3,
and the twenty-fourth previous log record when p=4, and all
the log records have the hash values of the third previous, the
sixth previous, the twelfth previous, and the twenty-fourth
previous log records. To generate a new log record, after
verifying the third previous log record by the signature veri-
fication part 204, the signature generation part 203 acquires
and replicates the hash value of the sixth previous log record
(which means another third previous log record for the third
previous log record) included in the third previous log record,
and compares the acquired hash, value with the hash value
calculated from the sixth previous log record, to thereby
verify the sixth previous log record. The sixth previous log
record verified by the signature verification part 204 includes
the hash value of the twelfth previous log record (which
means another sixth previous log record for the sixth previous
log record), and hence the signature generation part 203
acquires and replicates the hash value of the twelfth previous
log record, and compares the acquired hash value with the
hash value calculated from the twelfth previous log record, to
thereby verify the twelfth previous log record. The twelfth
previous log record verified by the signature verification part
204 includes the twenty-fourth previous log record (which
means another twelfth previous log record for the twelfth
previous log record), and hence the signature generation part
203 replicates the hash value thereof, and brings the process-
ing to an end.

In this manner, the signature generation part 203 can gen-
erate the log record including the hash values of the third
previous, the sixth previous, the twelfth previous, and the
twenty-fourth previous log records by performing signature
verification processing once, the hash value comparison pro-
cessing twice, and replication processing four times.

On the other hand, in the error processing executed in Step
703 and Step 706 by the signature verification part 204, an
alert indicating that the verification processing for the log
record has failed and a verification target log record may have
been tampered or erased is issued to the user. For example, the
data ID 503 of the tampered log record is output to the com-
puter used by the user along with an error message, to be
displayed on the output apparatus 406 of the computer.
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As described above, in the first embodiment of this inven-
tion, to generate a new log record of specific log data, a
plurality of log records relating to the specific log data are
sorted in chronological order of the signature 510, and the
immediately previous log record is selected along with n log
records at predetermined intervals of N log records in
descending chronological order of the signature 510. Then,
the log management server 101 performs an arithmetic opera-
tion for each of the hash values of the immediately previous
log record and the N-th previous log record. Then, as the hash
value of the log record earlier than the N-th previous log
record (log record positioned Nx(2 or more) log records
before), the hash value stored in the N-th previous log record
is replicated. The log management server 101 stores n+1 hash
values in the new log record, but actually performs the arith-
metic operation only twice for the hash values of the imme-
diately previous log record and the N-th previous log record
while only replicating the other hash values, which can
reduce the load of the arithmetic operation.

In other words, to generate a new log record, the log man-
agement server 101 selects a plurality of log records at pre-
determined intervals in chronological order of the digital
signature 510, performs the arithmetic operation for the hash
value of the latest log record among the selected plurality of
log records, and performs the arithmetic operation for the
hash value of the immediately previous log record. Then, the
log management server 101 replicates the hash values held in
the respective log records as the hash values of the selected
plurality of log records other than the latest log record.

Next, with reference to FIG. 8 and FIG. 9, a description is
made of an example of a high-speed verification method for a
specific log record. Here, the specific data represents the log
record for which a verification request has been received by
the input/output part 210 from the computer of the user or the
log record for which a verification request has been received
from the input apparatus 405.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of tracing the
log when high-speed verification is performed. FIG. 8 illus-
trates a high-speed verification route 801 exemplifying the
shortest route for verifying the log record S1 when the log
record S11 is setas a trust point. At this time, it is assumed that
the signatures of the log records S1 to S10 have already
expired. Here, as an example, an example in which the veri-
fication is performed in three steps is described. In this
example, by performing the comparison and verification of
the signature 510 and the hash value for the hash value of the
sixth previous log record S5 which is the earliest one of the
hash values included in the log record, it is possible to omit
the number of steps compared to the case of tracing the hash
chains one by one. At this time, a range of omission is gradu-
ally narrowed down by performing the comparison of the
hash value for the second earliest hash value when the earliest
hash value is earlier than the specific data and performing the
comparison for the third earliest hash value when the second
earliest hash value is earlier than the specific data, thereby
realizing the verification of the authenticity of the specific
data with the least number of steps.

In the example of FIG. 8, for the hash value of the sixth
previous log record S5 which is the earliest one of the hash
values included in the log record S11, the signature verifica-
tion part 204 calculates and verifies the hash value H(SS)
included in the log record S11 and the hash value of the log
record S5.

Subsequently, the signature verification part 204 calculates
the earliest hash value H(S2) included in the log record S5 and
the hash value of the log record S2, and performs the verifi-
cation thereof in the same manner as described above.
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Finally, the signature verification part 204 calculates the
earliest (immediately previous) hash value H(S1) included in
the log record S2 and the hash value of the log record S1, and
performs the verification thereof in the same manner as
described above.

By performing the verification three times as described
above, the signature verification part 204 can assure that the
log record S11 is authenticated data on the log record S1.
Therefore, without the need to trace back all the log records
S1 to S10, the log management server 101 can quickly per-
form the verification by tracing back the log records S5 and
S2 for the authenticity of the log record S11 for which a
request has been made.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the verifi-
cation processing for the high-speed verification route 801 of
FIG. 8 performed by the signature verification part 204. The
detailed description is made below with reference to FIG. 9.

First, the log record to be verified is acquired from the
input/output part 210, and the trust point is selected. The trust
point to be selected is a log record that has an unexpired
signature and is closest to the verification target log record. In
this case, it is assumed that the signatures of the log records S1
to S10 illustrated in FIG. 8 have expired, and hence the log
record S11 is selected as the trust point (Step 901).

Subsequently, the signature of the trust point is verified by
the signature verification part 204 (Step 902). When the trust
point is verified, a variable x that holds the data ID of the
verified log record is initialized to the data ID of the trust point
(Step 904). According to the example of FIG. 8, the variable
x is substituted with “11”. From that point on, Step 906 to
Step 908 are repeated until the variable x reaches the ID of the
verification target (ID of 1 according to the example of FIG.
8) (Step 905).

On the other hand, when the verification of the log record
fails in Step 902, the signature verification part 204 advances
to Step 903 to execute the error processing described later.

The signature verification part 204 selects, among IDs for
concatenation included in alog record Sx, and are the same ID
for concatenation as the data ID of the verification target log
record or the earliest ID for concatenation among IDs later
than that of the verification target log record, and substitutes
the variable x therewith (Step 906). Specifically, the ID for
concatenation of the hash value H(S5) satisfying the above-
mentioned condition among the hash values included in the
log record S11 illustrated in FIG. 5 is “5”, and hence the
variable x is substituted with “5”.

Subsequently, the hash value comparison part 205 com-
pares the hash value H(S5) with the calculated hash value of
the logrecord S5, to thereby perform partial verification of the
structure 601 of the hash chain illustrated in FIG. 5 (Step
907). Therefore, the signature verification part 204 assures
that the log record S5 has not been tampered.

The log record S5 is not the verification target log record,
and hence Steps 906 to 908 are repeated. In other words, the
hash value H(S2) satisfying the above-mentioned condition
among the hash values included in the log record S5 is com-
pared with the calculated hash value of the log record S2, and
further partial verification of the structure 601 of the hash
chain illustrated in FIG. 6 is performed. The log record S2 is
not the verification target log record, and hence the hash value
H(S1) satisfying the above-mentioned condition among the
hash values included in the log record S2 is compared with the
calculated hash value of the log record S1, and the partial
verification of the hash chain is performed, which brings the
verification of the verification target log record to an end.

In the error processing of Step 903, the signature verifica-
tion part 204 issues, to the user, an alert indicating that the
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data of'the trust point may have been tampered or erased. For
example, the data ID 503 of the tampered log record is trans-
mitted to the computer of the user along with the error mes-
sage, to be displayed on the output apparatus 406 of the
computer.

In this error processing of Step 903, the procedure returns
to Step 901 to select a new trust point. At this time, it is
assumed that the new trust point to be selected is a log record
that has an unexpired signature and is closest to the verifica-
tion target log record, but is not a log record that has caused an
error. After that, the above-mentioned processing of Step 902
and the subsequent steps is executed.

Further, when the verification of the log record fails in Step
907, the signature verification part 204 advances to Step 908
to execute the error processing described later.

In the error processing of Step 908, an alert that the veri-
fication processing has failed and the log record may have
been tampered or erased is issued to the user. For example, the
data ID 503 of the tampered log record is transmitted to the
computer of the user along with the error message, to be
displayed on the output apparatus 406 of the computer.

Subsequently, in this error processing of Step 903, the
verification of the specific data may be continued in another
verification route. For example, it is also possible to select a
verification route other than the high-speed verification route
801 illustrated in FIG. 8. For example, as a method of select-
ing another verification route, it is conceivable to select a
verification route caused from another hash value included in
the verified log record or a verification route caused from
another hash value included in the log record that has assured
the verified log record.

As an example, a description is made of a case where the
verification of the data of the log record S5 has failed in the
verification processing for the above-mentioned specific data.
The signature verification part 204 first selects the log record
S11 as the trust point (Step 901). The signature verification
part 204 verifies the log record S11 of the selected trust point
(Step 902), and substitutes the variable x with “11” (Step
904). “11” is not the data ID of the verification target log data
(Step 905), and hence the variable x is substituted with the ID
of “5” satisfying the condition of being, among the IDs for
concatenation for the hash values included in the log record
S11, the same ID for concatenation as the data ID of the
verification target the log record or the earliest ID for concat-
enation among the IDs later than that of the verification target
log record (Step 906). Subsequently, the hash value H(SS)
and the log record S5 are verified by the hash value compari-
son part 205 (Step 205). Here, the verification of the log
record S5 fails as described above, and hence the error pro-
cessing (Step 908) is performed to select the alert to be issued
to the user and another verification route. In this example, of
other hash values H(S8) and H(S10) that are included in the
log record S11, the hash value H(S8) closer to the verification
target log record S1 is selected as a new verification route.
Subsequently, the hash value H(S8) and the log record S8 are
verified by the hash value comparison part 205 (Step 908).
The log record S8 can be verified, and hence the above-
mentioned normal verification processing for the specific
data is performed to repeat Step 906 to Step 908. Specifically,
the hash value H(S2) is selected from among the hash values
included in the log record S8 (Step 906), and the hash value
H(S2) and the hash value calculated from the log record S2
are verified by the hash value comparison part 205 (Step 908).
The hash value H(S1) included in the verified log record S2
and the hash value calculated from the log record S1 are
verified by the hash value comparison part 205, and the veri-
fication of the log record S1 is brought to an end. In this
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manner, even when a given piece of data has been tampered or
erased, by using the hash value of another log record included
in the log record of the trust point, it is possible to verify the
log record even when the verification has failed, and it is
possible to positively verify the authenticity.

The first embodiment of this invention has been described
above. According to this embodiment, in a digital signature
technology for long-term assurance of authenticity of data
that occurs in large quantity at any time, all the log records
have a plurality of hash values of the log record positioned a
plurality of log records before, to thereby form a plurality of
hash chains.

Therefore, even when a given log record has been tam-
pered, the authenticity of the other log records can be assured
by another hash chain.

At this time, the number of verification steps for the digital
signature is reduced by efficiently performing the verification
of the log record positioned a plurality of log records before,
to thereby be able to generate the log record while reducing a
load on the computer imposed when the digital signature is
generated.

Further, the hash chain for the log record positioned a
plurality of log records before is created when the log record
is generated, to thereby reduce the number of steps of the
verification processing for the hash chain, and hence it is
possible to realize the high-speed verification of the specific
data.

In addition, the processing for verifying whether or not the
log record positioned a plurality of log records before has
been tampered is performed when the log record is generated,
and hence the tampering of the log record can be discovered
at an early stage.

It should be noted that this invention is not limited to the
above-mentioned embodiment, and various modifications
can be made within the scope of the gist thereof.

In the first embodiment, the third previous and the sixth
previous log records are acquired, but it can be arbitrarily set
how many hash values of the log record positioned how many
log records before are taken, which may be the N-th previous
(N is a constant) log record or may be the log record posi-
tioned a random number of log records before. In other words,
aplurality of hash values may be acquired from the log record
positioned a plurality of log records before. Further, it is also
possible to set so that the hash value of the log record posi-
tioned a fixed time before is taken. When the hash value of the
log record is acquired arbitrarily as described above, as a
method of confirming that the log record at a time of log
generation has not been tampered and building the verifica-
tion route up to the specific data in the verification of the
specific data, an optimal route can be calculated by applying
a well-known or publicly-known graph theory.

Further, this embodiment can be realized by such configu-
rations as illustrated in FIG. 1 to FIG. 3, but this invention is
not limited to the above-mentioned configurations. Not only
the log management server 101 but also the application server
102 may be provided with a function of generating and man-
aging the log record illustrated in FIG. 5.

In addition, in the above-mentioned embodiment, the
application server 102 sends the log data to the log manage-
ment server 101 each time a log occurs, but may be able to
send, for example, a file obtained by combining log data that
occurs in one day to the log management server 101. In this
case, there is a fear that the file may be tampered before being
sent to the log management server 101, and hence as a coun-
termeasure thereto, it is conceivable to provide the applica-
tion server 102 with the function of generating the hash chain
orto use a time stamp. As a method of processing the sent file
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by the log management server 101, it is conceivable to employ
amethod of creating the hash chain from the log record within
the file or a method of creating the hash chain on a file-to-file
basis by handling the file itself as the log data.

Further, the description of this embodiment is directed to
the example in which the log data is used as the data to be
verified, but this embodiment can be applied to the computer
system for subjecting electronic data to the digital signature.

FIG. 10 and FIG. 11 illustrate an example of a high-speed
verification method for a specific log record according to a
second embodiment of this invention. This second embodi-
ment has a feature in that the trust point having the minimum
number of times of verification of the hash chain is selected,
the selected trust point and the hash chain of the verification
target are verified, and the hash chain used for the verification
is further output. In the first embodiment, the log record that
has an unexpired signature and is closest to the verification
target log record is selected as the trust point, but in this
embodiment, a log record that has an unexpired signature and
has a signature having the minimum number of times of
verification of the hash chain is selected as the trust point.

This embodiment relates to amethod obtained by changing
the high-speed verification method described with reference
to FIG. 8 and FIG. 9 in the first embodiment, and it is assumed
that the log record is generated by the system configuration
and the generation method for the log record that are
described with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 7.

At this time, the trust point is a log record having an
unexpired signature, and a normal electronic certificate nor-
mally has an expiry period of approximately five years, which
means that a plurality of log records having an unexpired
signature (trust points) exist at a given time point. For
example, when an electronic certificate having an expiry
period of five years is used, all the log records during five
years at maximum can be set as the trust points.

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of tracing the
hash chain when the high-speed verification is performed in
this embodiment. In FIG. 10, as an example, it is assumed that
the log records S11 to S13 are the log records having an
unexpired signature, and the log record S1 is the verification
target log record. At this time, a set of log records that can be
the trust points such as the log records having an unexpired
signature are stored in the storage part 202 illustrated in FIG.
2, and stored in, for example, a DB or a file.

A processing method therefor is described below. In this
embodiment, without first determining the trust point, the
trust points are selected in parallel with the verification of the
hash chain. Specifically, the expiry periods of the signatures
of'the log records S7 and S13 coupled to the log record S1 by
the hash chain are examined in parallel with the verification of
the hash chain of the log records S7 and S13 coupled to the
verification target log record S1 by the hash chain, and when
the signature to be the trust point is found, the tracing of the
hash chain is brought to an end, to set the signature as the trust
point. Then, the signature verification of the trust point is
performed, and it is examined whether or not the verification
target log record S1 is coupled to the trust point by the hash
chain and the verification target log record S1 has not been
tampered.

As described above, the verification of the verification
target log record S1 is finished by performing hash value
verification twice when the verification is performed by using
the log record S13 as the trust point among the log records
S11 to S13.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the veri-
fication processing for a verification route 1001 with the
minimum number of times of verification illustrated in FIG.
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10, which is performed by the signature verification part 204.
The detailed description is made below with reference to FI1G.
11.

First, the log record to be verified is acquired from the
input/output part 210, and the ID of the acquired log record is
substituted into the variable x that holds the ID of the verifi-
cation target log record (Step 1101). Specifically, x is substi-
tuted with “1”.

Subsequently, the signature verification part 204 calculates
the log record having a hash value of Sx, and the ID of the
latest log record among the calculated log records is substi-
tuted into a variable y that holds the ID of a comparison target
log record (Step 1102). Specifically, the log records S2, S4,
and S7 have the hash value of the verification target log record
(S1), and the ID “7” for concatenation of the latest log record
S7 thereof is substituted into the variable y.

Subsequently, the hash value comparison part 205 com-
pares the hash value H (Sx) included in a log record Sy with
the calculated hash value of the log record Sx, and performs
the partial verification of the structure 601 of the hash chain
illustrated in FIG. 6 (Step 1103). Specifically, the hash value
H(S1) included in the log record S7 is compared with the
calculated hash value of the log record S1. Therefore, the
signature verification part 204 confirms that the log record S1
has not been tampered. Subsequently, the signature verifica-
tion part 204 examines whether or not the log record Sy is
registered as the trust point, and when the log record Sy is not
registered, substitutes the variable x with the variable y, to
advance to Step 1102. Specifically, the log record S7 is not
registered as the trust point, and hence the variable x is sub-
stituted with the ID “7” for concatenation ofthe log record S7,
the latest log record S13 among the log records S8, S10, and
S13 having the hash value of the log record S7 is substituted
into the variable y (Step 1102), and the hash value H(S7)
included in the log record S13 is compared with the calculated
hash value of the log record S7 (Step 1103).

Subsequently, the signature verification part 204 confirms
that the log record S113 is registered as the trust point, and
advances to Step 1106 to perform the signature verification of
the log record S13. When the signature verification of the log
record S13 is successful, it can be confirmed that the hash
value H(S7) included in the log record S13 has not been
tampered. When all the above-mentioned processing proce-
dures are successful, the signature verification of the log
record S13 selected as the trust point and the verification of
the hash chain from the trust point up to the verification target
log record S1 have been confirmed.

Subsequently, the signature verification part 204 presents
the verification result and a list of the log records used for the
verification to the user, and brings the verification of the
verification target log record to an end (Step 1108). The list of
the log records used for the verification represents, specifi-
cally, the log records S1, S7, and S13, and the data IDs 503 of
the series of log records are presented to the user. It should be
noted that the user may acquire the series of log records from
the log record holding part 208 by using the data IDs 503 of
the series of log records as keys.

It should be noted that, in the error processing of Step 1104
and Step 1107, the signature verification part 204 issues, to
the user, an alert indicating that the log record Sy recorded in
the storage part 202 may have been tampered or erased. For
example, the data ID 503 of the tampered log record is trans-
mitted to the computer of the user along with the error mes-
sage, to be displayed on the output apparatus 406 of the
computer.

In this error processing of Step 1104 and Step 1107, the
verification of the specific data may be continued in another
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verification route. For example, it is also possible to select a
verification route other than the verification route 1001 with
the minimum number of times of verification illustrated in
FIG. 10. For example, as a method of selecting another veri-
fication route, it is conceivable to select a verification route
caused from another hash value included in the verified log
record or a verification route caused from another hash value
included in the log record that has assured the verified log
record.

The second embodiment of this invention has been
described above. According to this embodiment, by selecting
an optimal trust point from among a plurality of trust points,
the number of times of verification of the hash value can be
minimized, and it is possible to perform the verification at
higher speed than the method of selecting the earliest trust
point as described in the first embodiment.

Further, by presenting the list of the log records used for the
verification to the user, an evidence of the verification result
can be provided to a third party. The user can acquire the
series of log records included in the presented list of the log
records from the log record holding part 208, and can provide
the third party therewith. Without having to access the log
management server 101, the third party can verify the authen-
ticity of the verification target log record by using the list of
the log records provided by the user. In other words, by using
evidence information provided by the user, the third party can
confirm the authenticity of the verification target log record
by itself.

It should be noted that, in this second embodiment, the case
where the hash values of the third previous and the sixth
previous log records are included is assumed, but it can be
arbitrarily set how many log records each positioned how
many log records before are included, and by a set method,
the trust point having the minimum number of times of veri-
fication of the hash chain can be selected. As an example of a
selection method, a well-known or publicly-known graph
theory may be applied.

Next, with reference to FIG. 12 and FIG. 13, a configura-
tion of a third embodiment of this invention is described. This
embodiment has a feature in that the data processing system
described in the first and second embodiments is applied to an
information coordination system.

The information coordination system is a system for per-
forming relay when information relating to a given person or
an organization such as a company is exchanged between
different organizations such as an information query system
and an information providing system. For example, when the
information query system and the information providing sys-
tem manage the given person or the organization such as the
company by different IDs, conversion is performed from the
1D of the information query system to the ID of the informa-
tion providing system, to relay information coordination.

The information exchanged in the information coordina-
tion system includes much sensitive information relating to
the person or the organization such as the company, and hence
it is necessary to save the information on the information
query system and the information providing system that are
involved in the processing, a kind of exchanged personal
information, and the like as audit trails, and the audit trails of
the information coordination are archived in a log manage-
ment server as the log data.

In this embodiment, the data processing system described
with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 3 in the first embodiment is
applied to the information coordination system, the log record
described with reference to FIG. 5 to FIG. 7 is generated, and
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the high-speed verification can be performed by the process-
ing described with reference to FIG. 8 and FIG. 9, or in the
second embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating an example of log
data processing performed in the information coordination
system to which the third embodiment of this invention is
applied.

The information coordination system, the information
query system, and the information providing system are
coupled to one another through the network 103 such as the
Internet or a broadband WAN. The information coordination
system includes the log management server 101 and an infor-
mation relay apparatus 1201, and the log management server
101 and the information relay apparatus 1201 are coupled to
each other through an intra-organization network 1202. The
information query system and the information providing sys-
tem include information coordination apparatus 1203, and
1203, (hereinafter referred to collectively as “information
coordination apparatus 1203”") and log management servers
1204, to 1204, (hereinafter referred to collectively as “log
management server 1204”), and the information coordination
apparatus 1203, and 1203, and the log management servers
1204, to 1204, are coupled to each other through intra-orga-
nization networks 1202, to 1202, respectively.

Next, respective apparatus included in the information
coordination system illustrated in FIG. 12 are described. The
information relay apparatus 1201 and the information coor-
dination apparatus 1203 have the same configuration as that
of the application server 102. In other words, processing
relating to the information coordination is performed by the
application processing part 304, data to be set as the audit trail
of the information coordination is output by the log output
processing part 303.

Next, an example of the log data processing performed in
the information coordination system according to this
embodiment is described with reference to FIG. 13. The
information coordination apparatus 1203 of the information
query system sends an information coordination request to
the information relay apparatus 1201 at a timing at which an
information coordination start instruction is received from an
operator or the like of the information coordination apparatus
1203 or other such timing (Step S1301). The information
query system that has sent the information coordination
request outputs a record thereof to the log management server
1204 (Step S1302), and the log management server 1204
performs the processing of FIG. 7 to generate a signature to
the record and archive the record (Step S1303).

The information relay apparatus 1201 that has received the
information coordination request performs information relay
processing for an ID indicating a person or an organization of
a coordination target by, for example, converting the ID from
an ID used in the information query system into an ID used in
the information providing system (Step S1304). Then, the
information relay apparatus 1201 transmits the information
coordination request to the information coordination appara-
tus 1203 of the information providing system (Step S1305),
and outputs a record of the processing results of Step S1304
and Step S1305 to the log management server 101 (Step
S1306). The log management server 101 performs the pro-
cessing of FIG. 7 to generate the signature to the record and
archive the record (Step S1307).

The information coordination apparatus 1203 of the infor-
mation providing system that has received the information
coordination request performs processing such as generation
of information to be transmitted in response to the informa-
tion coordination request (Step S1308), and transmits a result
thereof to the information query system (Step S1309). The
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information coordination apparatus 1203 outputs the log data
on the results of the processing of Step S1308 and Step S1309
to the log management server 1204 (Step S1310), and the log
management server 1204 performs the processing of FIG. 7 to
generate the signature thereto and archive the log data (Step
S1311).

The information coordination apparatus 1203 of the infor-
mation query system that has received the requested informa-
tion outputs a reception result to the log management server
1204 (Step S1312), and the log management server 1204
performs the processing of FIG. 7 to assign the signature
thereto and archive the reception result (Step S1313). In addi-
tion, the information coordination apparatus 1203 of the
information query system sends the reception result to the
information relay apparatus (Step S1314), and outputs a
record of a result of the processing of Step 1314 to the log
management server 1204 (Step 1315), while the log manage-
ment server 1204 performs the processing of FIG. 7 to gen-
erate the signature to the record and archive the record (Step
1316).

Subsequently, the information relay apparatus 1201 that
has received the reception result outputs a result of the recep-
tion processing to the log management server 101 (Step
S1317), and the log management server 101 performs the
processing of FIG. 7 to generate the signature thereto and
archive the result (Step 1318).

Further, the information providing system that has sent the
requested information in Step S1309 transmits a transmission
result to the information relay apparatus (Step S1319), and
outputs a record of a result thereof to the log management
server 1204 (Step S1320), while the log management server
1204 performs the processing of FIG. 7 to assign the signature
to the log and archive the log (Step S1321).

The information relay apparatus that has received the trans-
mission result of Step S1319 outputs the reception result to
the log management server 101 (Step S1322), and the log
management server 101 performs the processing of FIG. 7 to
assign the signature to the log and archive the log (Step
S1323).

The third embodiment of this invention has been described
above.

According to this embodiment, in view of a use case where
the record of the processing relating to the information coor-
dination is generated each time a communication occurs and
the authenticity thereof needs to be assured for a long term as
the audit trail of the information coordination, a plurality of
hash chains are formed by including a plurality of hash values
of'the log record positioned a plurality oflog records before in
all the log records in the digital signature technology for the
long-term assurance of the authenticity of the audit trail.

Therefore, even when a given log record has been tam-
pered, the authenticity of the other log records can be assured
by another hash chain.

At this time, the number of verification steps for the digital
signature is reduced by efficiently performing the verification
of the log record positioned a plurality of log records before,
to thereby be able to generate the log record while reducing
the load on the computer imposed when the digital signature
is generated.

Further, the hash chain for the log record positioned a
plurality of log records before is created when the log record
is generated, to thereby reduce the verification processing for
the hash chain, and hence it is possible to realize the high-
speed verification of the specific data.

It should be noted that, in the example of this embodiment,
the description has been made of an access token method for
returning information coordination result from a machine of
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the information providing system to a machine of the infor-
mation query system in Step S1309, but the authenticity of the
audit trail of the information coordination can be maintained
also in the information coordination using a gateway method
for performing the information coordination from the
machine of the information providing system to the machine
of the information query system via the information coordi-
nation system.

With reference to FIG. 14 and FIG. 15, a description is
made of an example in which complexity is further enhanced
when the hash chain is generated according to a fourth
embodiment of this invention.

This embodiment is has a feature in that, in a case where a
plurality of aggregates of hash chains formed of a plurality of
hash chains exist, the aggregates of hash chains are coupled
by including, in the log record of a given aggregate of hash
chains, a hash value of a log record positioned a plurality of
log records before of the log record of another aggregate of
hash chains.

The case where a plurality of aggregates of hash chains
exist represents, for example, a case where the aggregate of
hash chains is created for each of the application servers 102.
In other words, when the log record is generated from the log
data output from the application server 1021, the hash value
of'the log record generated from the third previous log data of
the application server 1021 and the hash value of the log
record generated from the sixth previous log data of the
application server 1021 are included to form the aggregate of
hash chains of the application server 1021. As described
above, a plurality of aggregates of hash chains having the
same number as the number of application servers exist.

It should be noted that the description of this embodiment
is directed to an exemplary case where two aggregate of hash
chains exist (it is assumed that the aggregate of the applica-
tion server 1021 is referred to as “aggregate s, and the aggre-
gate of the application server 1022 is referred to as “aggregate
).

In this embodiment, an improvement is made to the details
(FIG. 5 and FIG. 6) of the log record generated by the gen-
eration method for the log record among the details of the first
embodiment described with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 10,
and the high-speed verification can be performed by the pro-
cessing described with reference to FIG. 8 and FIG. 9, or in
the second embodiment.

First, details of the log record are described with reference
to FIG. 14.

One logrecord 1401 of the aggregate s includes, in addition
to the fields 502 to 510 illustrated in FIG. 5, an aggregate 1D
1402 serving as a unique ID indicating the aggregate, a hash
value 1403 of the third previous log record of the aggregate t,
an ID 1404 for concatenation serving as a unique ID indicat-
ing the hash value 1403 of the third previous log record of the
aggregate t, a hash value 1405 of'the sixth previous log record
of'the aggregate t, and an ID 1406 for concatenation serving
as a unique ID indicating the hash value 1405 of the sixth
previous log record of the aggregate t. It should be noted that
it is assumed that the ID for concatenation includes the ID of
the aggregate, and can identify the aggregate. Further, a sig-
nature 1407 is a digital signature assigned to the fields 502 to
509 and 1402 to 1406 in the same manner as the signature 510
illustrated in FIG. 5.

The signature generation part 203 of the log management
server 101 generates, from the log data received from the
application server 1021, the hash values of the first previous,
the third previous, and the sixth previous log records of the
aggregate of hash chains (aggregate s) of the application
server 1021 in the same manner as in the first embodiment.
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The signature generation part 203 further performs the arith-
metic operation for the hash value 1403 of the third previous
log record of the aggregate of hash chains (aggregate t) of the
application server 102,, replicates the hash value of the sixth
previous log record of the aggregate t from the hash value of
the third previous log record of the aggregate t, and assigns
the digital signature to the log record. Further, the signature
generation part 203 assigns the ID for concatenation to the
first previous, the third previous, and the sixth previous log
records of the aggregate s and the third previous and the sixth
previous log records of the aggregate t.

Next, FIG. 15 illustrates a structure 1501 of the hash chain
for visualizing the structure of the hash chain of the log record
exemplified in FIG. 14. As illustrated in FIG. 15, the log
records of the aggregate s includes the hash values of the first
previous, the third previous, and the sixth previous log
records of the own aggregate and the hash values of the third
previous and the sixth previous log records of the aggregate .
Asillustrated in FIG. 15, the chains (hash chains) of all the log
records are formed respectively by the hash values of the first
previous, the third previous, and the sixth previous log
records of the own aggregate and the hash values of the third
previous and the sixth previous log records of the aggregate .
In other words, the hash chains are also formed between the
aggregate s and the aggregate t.

Normally, the hash chains generated by using the method
illustrated in FIG. 14 and FIG. 15 are verified by the methods
described in the first embodiment and the second embodi-
ment, but when no trust point exists in the own aggregate due
to a leak of the secret key caused by an attacker or the like, the
verification is performed by tracing the hash chain that links
the trust point existing in another aggregate to the verification
target.

The fourth embodiment has been described above. When
this embodiment is applied, the hash chain is generated
between the own aggregate and another aggregate. Therefore,
the complexity of the chains is enhanced, which increases
tolerance to attack. For example, even when the signature
becomes invalid due to a leak of the secret key corresponding
to a given aggregate or the like, unless the signature of another
aggregate becomes invalid, the verification can be performed
by tracing the hash chain from the another aggregate or the
like.

It should be noted that the log record generated as a result
of this embodiment can also be applied to the high-speed
verification according to the second embodiment and the
information coordination system according to the third
embodiment.

Next, a configuration of a fifth embodiment of this inven-
tion is described with reference to FIG. 16 to FIG. 18.

This fifth embodiment is has a feature in that, in the infor-
mation query system, the information providing system, and
the like that are described in the third embodiment, instead of
locating the respective log management servers, functions
whose commonality can be achieved are shared as the log
management server by a plurality of systems, and a part that
cannot be shared is located in each system as a log manage-
ment client. Specifically, the log management client has a
function of calculating the hash value, and sends the hash
value to the log management server after calculating the hash
value of the log data. The log management server assigns the
signature to the hash value received from the log management
client.

In this embodiment, the log is output at the timing
described with reference to FIG. 13 in the third embodiment,
the log record described in the first embodiment and the
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fourth embodiment is generated, and the high-speed verifica-
tion described in the first embodiment and the second
embodiment is performed.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram illustrating an example of'a log
management system to which the fifth embodiment of this
invention is applied. The log management system, the infor-
mation query system, and the information providing system
are coupled to one another through the network 103 such as
the Internet or a broadband WAN. The log management sys-
tem includes the log management server 101. The informa-
tion query system and the information providing system
include the information coordination apparatus 1203, and
1203, (hereinafter referred to collectively as “information
coordination apparatus 1203”) and log management clients
1601, to 1601, (hereinafter referred to collectively as “log
management client 1601), and the information coordination
apparatus 1203, and 1203, and the log management clients
1601, to 1601, are coupled to each other through intra-orga-
nization networks 1205, to 1205, respectively.

Next, the log management client 1601 is described with
referenceto FIG. 17. F1IG. 17 is ablock diagram illustrating an
example of functional components of the log management
client 1601.

The log management client 1601 includes a processing part
1701 for calculating the hash value of the log data from the log
data sent from the information coordination apparatus 1203
and issuing a verification request to the log management
server, a storage part 1702 for storing the log data or the like
sent from the information coordination apparatus 1203, an
input/output part 1707 for receiving an input from the user or
the administrator, and a communication part 1708 for receiv-
ing the log data output from the information coordination
apparatus 1203.

The processing part 1701 includes a hash value generation
part 1703 for generating the hash value of the log data, a
signature verification request part 1704 for issuing a verifica-
tion request to the log management server, and a control part
1705 for controlling those parts.

The storage part 1702 includes a log data holding part 1706
for storing the log data.

The information query system or the information provid-
ing system that uses the log management system sends each
of' the secret keys to the log management system, and the log
management system saves the secret keys to the secret key/
certificate holding part 209.

It should be noted that the log management client 1601
exemplified in FIG. 17 can be realized by using such an
apparatus as illustrated in FIG. 4 and programs or hardware
having functions equivalent thereto in the same manner as the
log management server 101 and the application server 102
according to the first embodiment.

Next, an example of log generation processing according
to this embodiment is described with reference to FIG. 18.

The information coordination apparatus 1203 transmits the
log data to the log management client 1601 at the timings of
Steps 1302, 1310, 1312, 1315, and 1320 (Step S1801). The
log management client that has received the log data saves the
log data to the log data holding part 1706, generates the hash
value of the log data by the hash value generation part 1703
(Step S1802), and transmits the hash value of the log data to
the log management server (Step S1803).

The log management server 101 that has received the hash
value of the log data performs the processing of FIG. 6 to
generate the signature to the log (Step S1804) and archive the
log (Step S1805), and returns the processing result (Step
S1806). At this time, as described above, the log management
server assigns the signature to the hash value of the log data
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sent from the log management client, and hence the log data
within the log record 501 is H(M1), while the signature 510 is
Sign(H(M1)|[IV|IV|[IV). Next, an example of log verification
processing according to this embodiment is described with
reference to FIG. 19.

The log management client 1601 acquires verification tar-
get log data held in the storage part 1702, generates the hash
value of the log data by the hash value generation part 1703
(Step S1901), and transmits the hash value of the log data to
the log management server (Step S1902).

The log management server that has received the hash
value of the log data searches for the log record including the
log data by using the received hash value of the log data as a
search key (Step S1903), performs the verification by per-
forming the processing of FIG. 9 or FIG. 11 for the retrieved
log record (Step S1904), and returns the verification result to
the log management client (Step S1905).

The log management client that has received the verifica-
tion result confirms that the log data has not been tampered
because the log record including the transmitted hash value
exists, and brings the verification to an end.

The fifth embodiment has been described above. When this
embodiment is applied, in the third embodiment, itis possible
to minimize cost on the information query system side or the
information providing system side and to assure the authen-
ticity of the log data such as the record of the information
coordination or the like.

At this time, on the log management client, the hash value
of the log data is calculated instead of the log data itself and
transmitted to the log management server, to thereby be able
to reduce a load on the network 103.

It should be noted that the log data may be transmitted to
the log management server and managed thereby when, for
example, the network 103 has sufficient performance.

Further, the log management system may perform nothing
other than saving the signature with the log management
client having a function of storing the secret key and a func-
tion of generating signature generation.

Further, in Step S1806, the log management server may
return information for identifying the log record such as the
data ID 503 or the aggregate 1D 1402 together to the log
management client. In addition, the log management server
may use the information for identifying the log record to
perform a search.

As described above, this invention can be applied to the
computer or the computer system for verifying data whose
digital signature has an expiry period. In particular, it is pre-
ferred that the invention be applied to the computer system for
performing a hysteresis signature.

What is claimed is:

1. A data authenticity assurance method carried out by a
management computer comprising a processor and a
memory, comprising:

carrying out signature generation processing for generat-

ing a second data piece by assigning a digital signature to
data, which is obtained by combining a first data piece
received from a computer with a hash value of at least
one second data piece acquired from second data pieces
held in a data holding part of the management computer,
by using a preset key, and holding the generated second
data piece in the data holding part; and

carrying out signature verification processing for veritying

authenticity by intermittently tracing a plurality of hash
chains based on a plurality of second data pieces held in
the data holding part and the second data piece of a
verification target, wherein:
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the carrying out of the signature generation processing

comprises:

a first step of receiving the first data piece from the
computer;

a second step of selecting a plurality of second data
pieces at predetermined intervals in chronological
order from among positioned plurality of second data
pieces before held in the data holding part;

a third step of performing an arithmetic operation for
each of the hash values of the selected plurality of
second data pieces;

a fourth step of generating signature target data by com-
bining the first data piece received from the computer
with the hash values of the selected plurality of second
data pieces; and

a fifth step of generating a second data piece by assign-
ing the digital signature to the signature target data by
using the preset key, and holding the generated second
data piece in chronological order sequentially in the
data holding part; and

the carrying out of the signature verification processing

comprises:

a sixth step of receiving the second data piece of the
verification target;

a seventh step of acquiring a second data piece that is
verifiable alone from the data holding part, and veri-
fying the second data piece; and

an eighth step of performing verification for the second
data piece of the verification target to the second data
piece that is verifiable alone by sequentially compar-
ing a hash value obtained by the arithmetic operation
from the second data piece with the positioned plu-
rality of second data pieces before including the hash
value, and performing the verification by intermit-
tently tracing the plurality of hash chains.

2. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 1, wherein the second step comprises selecting, by the
management computer, from the first previous second data
piece and the (nx2"(p-1))th previous second data piece, the
(Nx2"(p-1)) being a general term serving as a geometric
progression of a firstterm of N and a common ratio of 2, when
the at least one second data piece is selected at the predeter-
mined intervals in chronological order.

3. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 1, wherein the third step comprises acquiring, by the
management computer, instead of performing the arithmetic
operation for each of the hash values of the plurality of second
data pieces, another second data piece including the hash
value of the second data piece of an arithmetic operation
target from the data holding part, and replicating and acquir-
ing the hash value of the second data piece of the arithmetic
operation target from the acquired another second data piece.

4. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 1, wherein:

the third step comprises a ninth step of examining the

authenticity of each of the plurality of second data

pieces; and

the ninth step comprises executing the sixth step to the

eighth step with each of the plurality of second data

pieces set as the verification target.

5. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 1, wherein the eighth step comprises continuing the
verification by acquiring another second data piece including
the hash value from the data holding part and setting the
another second data piece as a comparison target in one of: a
case where the hash value obtained by the arithmetic opera-
tion from the second data piece does not match the second
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data piece including the hash value; and a case where the
second data piece does not exist, when comparison is sequen-
tially performed for the second data piece of the verification
target to the second data piece that is verifiable alone.

6. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 1, wherein the seventh step comprises selecting the
second data piece that is verifiable alone, which has a mini-
mum number of times that the plurality of hash chains are
intermittently traced, from among a plurality of second data
pieces that can is verifiable alone when the second data piece
that is verifiable alone is selected.

7. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 1, wherein the eighth step comprises presenting all the
second data pieces used for the verification when the plurality
of hash chains are intermittently traced, to a user of the
management computer.

8. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 1, wherein:

the management computer comprises the computer to form

a relay system;

the relay system is coupled to a plurality of processing

systems comprising the computer; and

the data authenticity assurance method further comprises

generating, when a third data piece comprising elec-
tronic data is transmitted from one processing system to
another processing system among the plurality of pro-
cessing systems via the relay system, by the computer
forming the relay system, a record of processing trans-
mitted from a processing system comprising the third
data piece to another processing system as the first data
piece, and transmitting the record to the management
computer forming the relay system.

9. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 1, wherein:

the management computer is coupled to a plurality of com-

puters;

the first step comprises identifying which computer among

the plurality of computers the first data piece has been
received from;

the second step comprises managing/holding, by the man-

agement computer, when the plurality of second data
pieces are selected at the predetermined intervals in
chronological order, the plurality of second data pieces
held in the data holding part for each of the plurality of
computers, and selecting the second data piece sepa-
rately managed/held so as to correspond to the computer
identified in the first step; and

the fifth step comprises managing/holding, by the manage-

ment computer, when the generated second data pieces
are held in chronological order sequentially in the data
holding part, the generated second data pieces sepa-
rately for each of the plurality of computers, to thereby
form each of the plurality of hash chains for each of the
plurality of computers.

10. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 9, wherein the second step further comprises selecting,
by the management computer, when the plurality of second
data pieces are selected at the predetermined intervals in
chronological order, the second data piece managed/held so
asto correspond to the computer identified in the first step and
the second data piece managed/held so as to correspond to the
computer other than the identified computer from the chro-
nological-order second data pieces managed/held for each of
the plurality of computers in the fifth step.

11. The data authenticity assurance method according to
claim 1, wherein:



US 9,419,804 B2

25
the first step comprises calculating, by the computer, hash
data of'a fourth data piece held in the computer, holding
the fourth data piece in the data holding part of the

computer, transmitting the hash data to the management
computer, and receiving, by the management computer,
the hash data as the first data piece; and

the sixth step comprises acquiring, by the computer, the
fourth data piece of a verification target from the data

holding part, calculating the hash data of the acquired
fourth data piece, transmitting the hash data to the man-
agement computer, and receiving, by the management
computer, the hash data as the first data piece.

12. A management computer, comprising:

a hardware processor;

a memory; and

a controller for carrying out:

signature generation processing for generating a second
data piece by assigning a digital signature to data,
which is obtained by combining a first data piece
received from a computer with a hash value of at least
one second data piece acquired from second data
pieces held in a data holding part of the management
computer, by using a preset key, and holding the gen-
erated second data piece in the data holding part; and

signature verification processing for verifying authen-
ticity by intermittently tracing a plurality of hash
chains based on a plurality of second data pieces held
in the data holding part and the second data piece of a
verification target, wherein:

the controller is configured to, in the signature generation

processing:

receive the first data piece from the computer;

select a plurality of second data pieces at predetermined
intervals in chronological order from among posi-
tioned plurality of second data pieces before held in
the data holding part;

perform an arithmetic operation for each of the hash
values of the selected plurality of second data pieces;

generate signature target data by combining the first data
piece received from the computer with the hash values
of the selected plurality of second data pieces; and

generate a second data piece by assigning the digital
signature to the signature target data by using the
presetkey, and hold the generated second data piece in
chronological order sequentially in the data holding
part; and

the controller is further configured to, in the signature

verification processing:

receive the second data piece of the verification target;

acquire a second data piece that is verifiable alone from
the data holding part, and verifying the second data
piece; and

perform verification for the second data piece of the
verification target to the second data piece that is
verifiable alone by sequentially comparing a hash
value obtained by the arithmetic operation from the
second data piece with the positioned plurality of
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second data pieces before including the hash value,
and perform the verification by intermittently tracing
the plurality of hash chains.

13. A computer-readable non-transitory storage medium
having stored thereon a data authenticity assurance program
executed by a computer comprising a processor and a
memory, the data authenticity assurance program controlling
the computer to execute:

signature generation processing for generating a second

data piece by assigning a digital signature to data, which
is obtained by combining a first data piece received from
a computer with a hash value of at least one second data
piece acquired from second data pieces held in a data
holding part of a management computer, by using a
preset key, and holding the generated second data piece
in the data holding part; and

signature verification processing for verifying authenticity
by intermittently tracing a plurality of hash chains based
on a plurality of second data pieces held in the data
holding part and the second data piece of a verification
target, wherein:

the executing of the signature generation processing com-
prises:

a procedure for receiving the first data piece from the
computer;

a procedure for selecting a plurality of second data
pieces at predetermined intervals in chronological
order from among positioned plurality of second data
pieces before held in the data holding part;

a procedure for performing an arithmetic operation for
each of the hash values of the selected plurality of
second data pieces;

a procedure for generating signature target data by com-
bining the first data piece received from the computer
with the hash values of the selected plurality of second
data pieces; and

a procedure for generating a second data piece by
assigning the digital signature to the signature target
data by using the preset key, and holding the gener-
ated second data piece in chronological order sequen-
tially in the data holding part; and

the executing of the signature verification processing com-
prises:

a procedure for receiving the second data piece of the
verification target;

a procedure for acquiring a second data piece that is
verifiable alone from the data holding part, and veri-
fying the second data piece; and

a procedure for performing verification for the second
data piece of the verification target to the second data
piece that is verifiable alone by sequentially compar-
ing a hash value obtained by the arithmetic operation
from the second data piece with the positioned plu-
rality of second data pieces before including the hash
value, and performing the verification by intermit-
tently tracing the plurality of hash chains.
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